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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER WASHINGTON 25 


COM Heebner al M AY by 19 FC} IN REPLY REFER TO 


PEN 639.51 


BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 
CIRCULAR LETTER NO, 3123 


SUBJECT: Importation of Mexican gold coins and gold medallions; 
Section 54.20, Gold Regulations (31 CFR 54.20), 


There is quoted below for your information and guidance a 
letter from the Director of the Mint, dated April 14; 
is self-explanatory. 


Acting Commissioner of Customs 


"We have been informed that some uncertainty exists as to 
which gold pieces from Mexico are admissible for importation into 
the United States. In order to clarify the situation, we submit 
the following: 


Section 54.20 of Treasury Department Gold Regulations 
provides as follows: 


(a) Gold coin of recognized special value to collectors 
of rare and unusual coin may be acquired and held, 
transported within the United States, or imported 
without the necessity of holding a license therefor, 
Such coin may be exported, however, only in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 54,25, 


(b) Gold coin made prior to April 5, 1933, is considered 
to be of recognized special value to collectors of 
rare and unusual coin. 


(c) Gold coin made subsequent to April 5, 1933, is 
presumed not to be of recognized special value to 
collectors of rare and unusual coin. 


Such coins as are not rare are prohibited entry into the 


United States unless offered for sale to the United States in which 
case they must be kept in customs custody until so delivered, 
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Accordingly, this is to advise that the following pieces 
struck in Mexico after April 5, 1933, do not qualify for importation 
into, or for private holding within, the United States: 


50 pesos bearing dates after 1932. 


5 pesos showing the head of Hidalgo and bearing dates 
after 1932. 


2-1/2 pesos showing the head of Hidalgo with dates 
after 1932. 


2 pesos showing an eagle on a cactus plant, with dates 
after 1932, with one exception only, viz, those dated 1944 which 
are considered rare and may be imported. 


The Hidalgo Centennial pieces dated 1953, and described as 
1O and 20 pesos, which are medallions rather than coins. 


The Constitution Centennial pieces dated 1957 showing the 
bust of Juarez and described as 10 peso pieces, which are 
medallions rather than coins, 


We shall appreciate it if you will please circularize this 
ruling, which supersedes any previous ones on this subjeqt." 


